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BLOTTER 


BE GONE 

Columnist Nora Mclnerny leaves Mpls.St.Paul 
Magazine over issue featuring Garrison Keillor 


Y OU might know Nora Mcln¬ 
erny of Minneapolis for her 
books; her extremely popular 
podcast, Terrible, Thanks for 
Asking; or for her nonprofit, 
Still Kickin, which provides financial sup¬ 
port for “awesome people going through 
awful things.” 

But one place you won’t see her byline 
anymore is Mpls.St.Paul Magazine, where 
she was, until very recently, a columnist. 

OnDecember 23, Mclnemy tookto Twit¬ 
ter to announce she’d no longer be working 
with the Twin Cities lifestyle magazine. The 
reason, she said, was its January2020 cover 
story: a feature called “Hindsight 20/20,” 
centering on former A Prairie Home Com¬ 
panion host Garrison Keillor. 

Minnesota Public Radio cut ties with 
Keillor after he was accused of “inappropri¬ 
ate behavior” with a colleague. He claimed 
he’d only put a hand on her back to console 


her and apologized after she “recoiled.” 
An investigation by MPR, however, uncov¬ 
ered a “years-long pattern” of allegations 
against Keillor—women being paid for their 
silence, becoming the subjects of ribald, un- 
charminglimericks, and enduring“habitual” 
bullying and humiliation. 

Now, like many ofthe men brought down 
temporarily by the #MeToo movement, 
Keillor has begun to creep back into the 
spotlight. Mclnerny called his reappear¬ 
ance on the cover of Mpls.St.Paul Maga¬ 
zine-glancing soulfully downward and 
removing his glasses, as if in a moment of 
weary honesty with the viewer—a “privilege 
afforded to a certain kind of man.” 

“And when we prioritize the documen¬ 
tation of a powerful man because of his 
art or his culture impact or or or—we tell 
survivors everywhere apowerftil message,” 
she wrote. ‘We confirm that HE is more 
interesting, more worth documenting and 



COURTESY OF STILL KICKIN 


analyzing, than the impact of his actions.” 

In her Twitter thread, Mclnerny said 
she was given “24 hours” to contribute her 
“point of view” on the story in a sort of 
“roundup” addendum—all without being 
given access to the piece itself. She said she 
encouraged editorial staff to “think of the 
impact” focusing on Keillor would have 
on survivors of harassment and assault. 

“I’m so sorry my words did nothing,” 
she said. 

As Mclnemy pointed out, it’s not always 
possible for women to leave a job where 


they feel harassed or unfairly treated. With 
a platform and financial security like hers, 
she can, so she is. There are, she said, other 
places she can write. 

Mclnemy wasn’t available for comment, 
but Ja 5 me Haugen Olson, the magazine’s 
editor in chief, says the commentary hasn’t 
changed the magazine’s feelings on decid¬ 
ing to mn Keillor on the cover. 

“Nora resigned on a call with me and 
our executive editor on November 26 after 
we contacted her alerting her to Keillor 
being in the issue,” Olson said via email. She 
said after the call, they followed up with an 
email letting her know they’d “heard her” 
and thought the readers would also benefit 
from hearing from her, and asked if she’d 
like to file a new column for January with 
a “three-day deadline.” 

Mclnerny declined. 

Olson said ultimately “subscribers and 
newsstand buyers” will decide if the piece is 
“compelling or relevant,” and that “change 
comes from understanding topics from 
many perspectives so we can learn.” 

Mclnerny isn’t convinced Keillor has 
earned her forgiveness—or anyone else’s. 

“Redemption includes contrition and 
action,” she wrote. “Happy Holidays!” 

-HANNAH JONES 
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Columbia Heights 
wants to build the 
first city hall in a 
luxury apartment 
building 


% SUSAN DU 

A t the end of September, in 
a meagerly attended City 
Council meeting, the blue- 
collar suburb of Columbia 
Heights decided to build a 
new city hall in the doorway 
of a luxury apartment building. 

Such a marriage had never been 
attempted before, as far as city staff could 
tell, an 5 rwhere else in America. 

Mixed-use properties—shiny flats with 
rooftop pools balanced atop breweries and 
boutiques—are the Twin Cities’ current 
development obsession. Members of Min¬ 
nesota’s congressional delegation rent local 
constituent offices in private office buildings. 
But for a city to buy a 20,000-square-foot 
condo, almost the entire ground floor of 
a high-end apartment building, and call it 
the official seat of government? Columbia 
Heights would be the first. 

Luxury housing developer Alatus, which 
recently canceled long-suffering plans to 
build a 40-story condo in the St. Anthony 
Falls Historic District, would be responsible 
for the new six-story building at 40th and 
Central, where an obsolete business cen¬ 
ter, the former home of Northeast Bank, 
now stands. 

If Columbia Heights ever wanted to cre¬ 
ate a destination downtown, with places to 
dine, shop, and enjoy nightlife, this prime 
parcel would be its nexus. 

Its high potential for commercial devel¬ 
opment was what qualified it for lucra¬ 
tive federal tax breaks handed out by the 
Republican Congress of 2017. 

In addition, Alatus requested financial aid 
from Columbia Heights—up to $43 million 
worth of subsidies that would otherwise 
go to schools and roads. The city taking it 
upon itself to purchase space would further 
insure Alatus’ success. 

Council members spoke of the proposi¬ 
tion as if it were too good to refuse. 

They reasoned that purchasing a piece 
of someone else’s development would be 
a cheaper way to get a new city hall than 
constructingff esh. The city and the building 
could share maintenance costs and parking. 
When the roof needed replacing, they’d 
split that burden too. 

Unanimously, they voted to both subsi¬ 
dize Alatus and buy into its building. 

Their decision came just three business 
days after the city hosted its first and only 
public engagement meeting introducing 
the concept. 

The most heated critique of the vote 
and its undebated, long-term costs came 
from resident Sean Broom. 


Almost 

UPSCALE 
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ZOE PRINDS-FLASH 


A progressive who ran unsuccessfully 
for the council in 2016, Broom was visibly 
red in the face as he delivered a fuming 
denunciation of the choice of a city hall 
that was cheaper “only in the most fac¬ 
ile and short-sighted sense of the term,” 
made with “barely a sneeze of community 
involvement.” 

“You guys are shoveling money into 
Alatus’ pockets,” Broom said. “At the end 
of the year, when a bunch of developers 
get together and have drinks for whoever 
got the best deal. Bob Lux is getting drinks 
bought for him because he just got a great 
deal from the city of Columbia Heights.” 

II. 

Holding out 
for a hero 


N orth of northeast Minneapolis, 
the hustle of Central Avenue 
slows to a provincial pace as it 
wends through a smattering of 
auto shops, small restaurants, and neigh¬ 
borhoods composed of aging houses built 
after World War II. 

At 40th and Central Avenue Northeast is 
the library, which was recently renovated 
after 15 years of decay, and only follow¬ 
ing a divisive referendum in which some 
residents felt its upkeep was less important 
than a tax increase of $40 a year. 

A few blocks down, there’s a conspicuous 
cavity where Rainbow Foods used to be. Its 
closure five years ago left the city without 
a full-service grocery store. Hy-Vee once 
flirted with taking its place, but allowed 
its application to lapse while focusing on 
openings elsewhere in the metro. 

Nearly one-fourth of Columbia Heights 
residents live in poverty—the highest rate in 
Anoka County. Young professionals, those 
most likely to pay a premium to live in apart¬ 
ments with hot tubs and spin rooms, aren’t 
flooding to the Heights. Where the popula¬ 
tion has grown, it’s done so among immi¬ 
grant families seeking affordable housing. 

Columbia Heights’ 2040 comprehen¬ 
sive plan urged the city to understand the 
needs of its lower-income residents, and 
prescribed building 133 affordable housing 
units over the next decade. 

But shifting demographics have brought 
occasional cultural collisions. 

In 2015, school board member Grant 
Nichols resigned after comments accusing 
Muslims of unsanitary bathroom habits 
surfaced on his Facebook. 

And when the affordable housing devel¬ 
oper Dominion attempted to build apart¬ 
ments on an old Kmart site, the prospect 
of new renters earning 60 percent of area 
median income caused an incendiary row 
at city hall in which some members of a 
local condo association, demanding the 
city spurn rentals, conflated density with 
transients sowing “disarray and neglect,” 
“noise and traffic,” and “gun wars.” 


Columbia Heights has been trying to 
forge a path into the future for a long time. 
Replacing its city hall—a 60-year-old patch- 
work of quick fixes with water seeping in 
through the walls—is part of a long-range 
plan to redeem its reputation of neglect 
and blight. 

Then came President Donald Trump 
to the rescue. 

III. 

Cutting-edge 
tax breaks 


I n 2017, Congress passed Trump’s 
tax bill, a transformative package of 
sweeping cuts, which, in the nonpar¬ 
tisan Congressional Budget Office’s 
conservative estimation, would add $2.3 
trillion to the national debt over 10 years. 

One provision of that bill established 
“opportunity zones” in the poorest census 
tracts across America The governors of each 
state got to choose them, so in Minnesota, 
counties nominated places that were sup¬ 
posed to be both low-income and ripe for 
development. Real estate investors who 
built there could avoid pa 3 ting capital gains 
taxes as long as they held on to their build¬ 
ings for 10 years. 

These domestic tax shelters were 
designed to funnel private capital held by 
the richest Americans into the nation’s most 
impoverished communities. A win-win, 
in theory. 


In practice, economists soon found, 
opportunity zones had only minimal incen¬ 
tive to accomplish a public service. 

They were created in an industrial center 
in Nevada that housed a Tesla factory, a 
prison in Florida, and at the Philadelphia 
Zoo, accordingto a 2018 study by Brookings 
Institution economist Adam Looney. These 
locations only loosely fit the definition of 
“low-income” because they weren’t places 
where people actually lived. 

Unlike other placemaking programs 
intended to uplift the least fortunate, like 
the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit for 
affordable housing, developers could 
build almost anything in an opportu¬ 
nity zone. As a result, lavish condos 
and high-end hotels are cropping up 
in neighborhoods whose longtime resi¬ 
dents are now at risk of displacement 
despite their plight being the basis for 
the program’s existence. 

“There was an impression that the pro¬ 
cess was opaque, was influenced by local 
developers rather than being based on 
the needs of low-income residents,” says 
Looney. “The whole thing is an amazing 
piece of work, to get the law passed. It’s 
a boondoggle.” 

Columbia Heights’ downtown commer¬ 
cial corridor was designated an opportunity 
zone in the spring of 2018. Aaron Chirpich, 
the citj^s community development director, 
promptly held a developer roundtable to 
advertise the former business center at 
40th and Central, which had been vacant 


Columbia Heights’ main drag is a 
procession of strip malls and auto shops. 


for three years, crumbling and occasion¬ 
ally burglarized. 

A few developers were interested. 
Alatus rose to the top of the heap with 
a flashy vision of first-class, amenity-rich 
apartments to lure downsizing seniors 
and young professionals priced out of 
northeast Minneapolis. It proposed a 
product nearly identical to the Ironwood 
Apartments, a “luxury communit}^’ Alatus 
built in New Hope when Chirpich was the 
community development director there. 

Later, when Alatus learned of Colum¬ 
bia Heights’ desire for a new city hall, 
it drew up plans incorporating council 
chambers and staff offices, suggesting 
the city buy space onsite. 

Staff came to believe that city hall made 
sense as an anchor tenant. 

“We bring activity to that corner, and 
we have a stable presence,” Chirpich says. 
“So if there’s going to be some commer¬ 
cial or retail on the first floor, in their 
estimation, why not have a very solid 
partner in somebody that can stay there 
for 50 years, instead of a revolving door 
of marginalized retail enterprises?” 

But Alatus drove a harder bargain still. 
Simply building luxury apartments in 
an opportunity zone wasn’t profitable 
enough. Alatus could demand higher rents 
in downtown Minneapolis, says Chirpich, 
so it would have to have financial aid in 
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the form of tax increment financing (TIF) 
to build in Columbia Heights. 

TIF, simply put, would freeze prop¬ 
erty taxes on the business center site. 
Additional taxes generated as a result 
of development would be set aside and 
reinvested in the apartment building and 
immediate surroundings. Normally, those 
taxes would feed the city’s general needs, 
county roads, and the local school dis¬ 
trict, but by forgoing its future income, 
Columbia Heights could subsidize Alatus 
even though it didn’t have the ability to 
do so upfront. 

According to a TIF plan representing 
the maximum potential of the project, 
Columbia Heights would give up to $43 
million over the course of 26 years to 
reimburse Alatus for the cost of land, 
site improvements, utilities, and a raft of 
other development expenses. The loss to 
Anoka County and local schools would 
be $1.6 million each. 

Residential developments are the least 
sensible use of TIF schemes, according 
to University of Illinois-Chicago Prof. 
David Merriman, whose research has 
called for more careful use of this com¬ 
mon public financing tool. 

More housing means more families, and 
educating those children increases the 
burden on local schools—which would, 
by design, lose property tax revenue as 
a result of TIF. 

Bankrolling luxury housing, which 
creates almost no jobs, is particularly 
hard to justify, Merriman says. 

“Big cities will have a better chance 
of negotiating with a developer to get a 
better deal because they do it all the time, 
whereas they have more time and more 
sophistication,” he says. “Small cities, 
it’s very easy for the developer to have 
their way.” 

Columbia Heights staff believe giving 
Alatus tens of millions in financial aid is 
justified. In their opinion, the business 
center building couldn’t develop without 
it, the market value of the property would 
never increase, and none of the foregone 
tax revenues would exist but for Alatus. 


Slow-paced and neighborly, Columbia 
Heights is seeing its population grow 
among immigrant families seeking 
affordable housing. 


The TIF probably won’t be $43 million 
when in its final form. Costs could go 
down depending on the ultimate number 
of apartments and size of a small coffee 
shop planned for the ground floor. But 
in any case, the city plans to use TIF to 
reimburse Alatus for all eligible expenses 
under state law, says city manager Kelli 
Bourgeois. 

Which includes land. This means that 
although Columbia Heights bought the 
business center building in July for $2.9 
million with the intention of selling it 
to Alatus, the developer will ultimately 
reimburse itself with taxes that would 
otherwise go to the city. 

“This is exactly how TIF works,” insists 
Chirpich. 

Cities are not obligated to reimburse 
developers for all related costs, and are 
free to negotiate the breakdown of finan¬ 
cial aid versus how much the developer 
must contribute, according to Jason Nord, 
an assistant state auditor who special¬ 
izes in TIF. 

The finding that development wouldn’t 
occur without TIF is also highly subjec¬ 
tive, he says. 

“Maybe a development that big 
wouldn’t have happened, but a smaller 
development would have. Or maybe the 
development wouldn’t have happened in 
the very near term, but one might have 
come down eventually.” 

IV. 

Pitching 
the people 

O n September 18, the city held its 
only public engagementmeeting 
about Alatus’ city hall proposal. 
About 15 people attended. 
Chirpich, the economic development 
director, put a small chart on a large easel 
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comparing the costs associated with buy¬ 
ing a condo versus building a standalone 
city hall. Sure enough, it looked as though 
taxpayers would save $5.5 million by going 
with Alatus. 

Part of the savings required the city to 
give Alatus the municipal parkingramp next 
door to the business center building, which 
served area businesses, a local church with 
an aging population, and other residents in 
the winter months when overnight street 
parking was not allowed. In return, Alatus 
would credit Columbia Heights $2 million, 
which would be spent building a portion 
of the city’s condo. 

The cost of the TIP didn’t come up for 
discussion. Neither did yearly condo dues. 

Emails obtained from a data practices 
request show Alatus wants Columbia 
Heights to pay $20,000 for common area 
maintenance and $15,000 for 30 parking 
stalls annually. The total would be four 
times the city’s revenues from adding its 
parking ramp back to the tax rolls, and 
doesn’t include utilities, cleaning services, 
or a reserve fund for major repairs. 

At the end of the night, Chirpich 
announced he would ask the City Council 
to make a “significant decision” at its full 
meeting on September 23. 

That decision turned out to be the cre¬ 
ation of the TIF district and a commitment 
to buy into Alatus’ project. 

Connie Buesgens, an affordable housing 
proponent, was the only council member 
to express concern. Placing city hall—a 
fundamentally dull bureaucracy shop 
closed nights and weekends—on Columbia 
Heights’ main drag might be a lost oppor¬ 
tunity to pump life into an otherwise fully 
built city, she pointed out. 

And what happens when a contentious 
issue appears on the council’s agenda and 
irate residents crowd the chambers and the 
hallway, making noise, per their constitu¬ 
tional right? How would the city contain 
a protest with 500 roommates living on 
the floors above? 


The Heights Theater marks an 
underdeveloped downtown intersection. 


Buesgens’ colleagues were far more 
enthusiastic. 

John Murzyn Jr., son of a longtime park 
superintendent after whom the commu¬ 
nity center Murz 5 m Hall was named, said 
he would support any option that could 
avoid raising taxes on Columbia Heights 
residents. 

Bobby Williams, co-owner of Bobby and 
Steve’s Auto World, added, “As a matter of 
fact, the developer told me personally—we 
haven’t seen the numbers yet—but it looks 
like city hall may not cost us anything. 
That’s what he told me.” 

City staff stepped in to inform Williams 
that, regardless of what Alatus might have 
said, building out the new condo would 
still cost Columbia Heights an estimated 
$2.7 million. 

Nevertheless, Columbia Heights Mayor 
Donna Schmitt, who once announced on 
Twitter that “gentrification is a myth.,” 
urged fellow council members to be brave 
and lead other cities by example. 

“Everyone will be looking to us,” she 
reasoned. “It’s also creating a unique and 
marketable identity for our city. It has been 
mentioned, this has not happened before.” 

Ultimately the council voted unani¬ 
mously to approve financial aid for the 
Alatus project and become its first resident. 

Some residents were taken aback, 
unaware that this city hall concept had 
been under consideration. 

Amada Simula, president of the com¬ 
munity building nonprofit HeightsNEXT, 
wishes the city had tried as hard to involve 
the public in the creation of city hall as 
it had for Columbia Heights’ 100th anni¬ 
versary bash, coming up in 2021, and for 
which the staff have been gathering feed¬ 
back for months. 

Mary Tholkes, a Columbia Heights 
resident of 40 years, says that while the 





Nothing but HEMP 


- 

How CBD can help you through 
the holidays 

The Christmas and Chanukah seasons are 
upon us, and as the year brings families 
and loved ones closer to one another, it also 
brings them closer to stress and anxiety. 

The end of the year is hard on people. Money 
problems, cross-country travel and personal 
issues with family can sometimes bring 
stress and worry to people and signs of 
anxiety like suicide rates tend to be higher 
around the holidays. 

Amid these worrying aspects of a 
traditionally cheery time of year, there's no 
wonder why people might seek out-of-the- 
box solutions, but there are also less weighty 
concerns: What to think up for that hard-to- 
buy-for family member, for instance. 

One avenue thousands will be taking this year is the newly-minted market for CBD 
products, fresh from a yearlong innovation streak after the substance was federally 
legalized with 2018's Farm Bill. 

Scientific conclusions are far from evident, but early studies have shown connections 
between CBD and the body's endocannabinoid system, or ECS, to regulate bodily 
functions.There's even a prescription epilepsy drug based on CBD. 

Meanwhile, ordinary people have found many uses for CBD oils, flower and other 
products.Testimonials show they love CBD for their anxiety, insomnia, chronic pain 
problems, inflammation and other common issues. 

What any newcomer to the CBD market, especially this time of year, will notice is that it 
can be hard to tell quality CBD products from junk. With the surge in the market there are 
so many newcomers and gas-station cannabis experts that you'd almost think trust is a 
four-letter word. 

Luckily, Nothing But Hemp has made a name in Minnesota and around the country for its 
educational capabilities and high-quality, lab-tested products. 

Because of how variable hemp products and their manufacture can be, the Nothing But 
Hemp team keeps keep monitoring on all the brands and product lines it keeps on its 
shelves, hand-selecting the best in the industry and dropping products that don't keep up 
with their standards. 

With brands like Charlotte's Web CBD, Plant Diva CBD bath bombs and Wyld CBD vaping 
products, there's something at Nothing But Hemp for just about everyone. 

House brand Siskiyou Sungrown CBD is an Oregon-based farm-to-table brand that has 
repeatedly proven to produce some of the highest quality organic, non-additive CBD oils. 
Minny Grown CBD also shows Nothing But Hemp's commitment to local growers and 
business. With fine CBD isolates and full-spectrum oils, Minny Grown's flavors include 
pumpkin pie, spearmint and lemon lime. 

Nothing But Hemp has locations in Minneapolis'Uptown neighborhood on Lake Street 
and Lyndale Avenue and in St. Paul on Grand Avenue. You can also find Nothing But Hemp 
shops in White Bear Lake, Forest Lake, Cloquet and Maplewood, Minnesota. 

Stop by a Nothing But Hemp location soon for all your holiday wellness and gift-giving 
needs! 



LOCATIONS 

MAPLEWOOD MALL 

3001 White Bear Ave 
Maplewood, MN 55109 

UPTOWN 

617 W Lake St 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 


FOREST LAKE 

143 Lake StN 
Forest Lake, MN 55025 

CLOQUET 

6 N 14th St 
Cloquet, MN 55720 


SAINT PAUL 

844 Grand Ave 
Saint Paul, MN 55105 

WHITE BEAR LAKE 

4762 Banning Ave, 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 


Find us on Facebook ^/nothingbuthemp 


www.nothingbuthemp.net 
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INCLUDES TWO [2] COMPLIMENTARY DRINK TICKETS, 
A WINE AND WHISKEY TASTING, AND A 
$20 HOCKEY LODGE GIFT CARD 


WILD.COM/LADIESNIGHT 






OUR STATE. OUR TEAM. OUR ICE. 



TEfi 

From /VeoA Fruit 


BEST PHO IN TOWN! 



2718 Nicollet AveS 
Ste. lOlB, Minneapolis 
(612) 702-2922 

(612) 872-2323 

^_ _ _J 


Bahn Mi - Bubble Tea - French Crepes 


Gluten Free & Vegan 
Options Available! 

In the East Street 
Neighborhood. 

Free Parking! 




612-875-6717 

2211 LYNDALE AVE SOUTH | MINNEAPOLIS 

MPLSTAnOOSHOP.COM 


FULL SET OF BROWS 
& TOUCH UP 

JANUARY 2020 



THE TWIN CITIES 
INDOOR & OUTDOOR 
GARDEN PRO SHOP 


800 TRANSFER ROAD 
DOCKS #7 and #8 
ST. PAUL, MN 
ECOGARDENSUPPLY. COM 


HYDROPONICS 

X 

LARGEST INVENTORY 
NEWEST TECHNOLOGY 


'FKOqKAM' 

Spend ’^SOO Receive ^50 
in Store Credit 

Free to fijn uf! 
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council has been discussing various ideas 
for a new city hall for a long time, the 
public had almost no time to understand 
the cohabitation situation, which seemed 
both nontraditional and impromptu. 

For instance, condos are governed by 
a ream of contracts, but no one’s seen a 
hint of a draft discussing conditions on 
the city’s authority over its unit. Who 
decides when major repairs occur? How 
much would the city be on the hook for? 

‘The condo thing, it’s all rather nebu¬ 
lous at this point in time. What does that 
really mean?” 

V. Winners 
and losers 


Searching far and wide, Columbia 
Heights staff recently located another 
city developing an uncannily similar city 
hall concept: Oakland Park, Florida, a 
suburb of Ft. Lauderdale. 

Its city manager, David Hebert, hap¬ 
pens to be a sunbird who graduated from 
Farmington High and knows the Twin 
Cities well. 

Oakland Park he compared candidly to 
West St. Paul: “older, settled, warehouse-y, 
not-the-belle-of-the-ball, the has-been, 
also-ran.” There are no fancy homes or 
shopping centers aside from strip malls. 


People only know it because they pass 
it on the way to the beach. 

But as Ft. Lauderdale boomed, Hebert 
started to amass a list of goals for his 
forgotten city, including more hous¬ 
ing, parking, retail, and entertainment. 
Hurricanes kept battering city hall, so he 
needed a new one of those too. 

Incentives and subsidies are big down 
in Florida, Hebert says. But Oakland Park 
was too poor to titillate a developer with 


monetary offers. What the city did have 
were two acres of land, vacant for more 
than 15 years and polluted by an extinct 
autobody shop, where no one wanted 
to build. 

So Oakland Park applied for and 
received opportunity zone designation. 
Then it named its parcel a brownfield so 
that cleaning it would yield tax credits 
that could be sold on the open market to 
recoup costs. Grants from various state 
agencies upgraded tangential roadways. 

Oakland Park eventually found a devel¬ 


oper to build two buildings in an area 
that hasn’t seen new construction in 40 
years. They will be workforce housing 
for a working-class city, plus a combi¬ 
nation of shops and restaurants. Across 
the street stands the landmark brewery 
Funky Buddha. To the north, one of the 
city’s premier parks. 

“It’s going to be like St. Anthony Main,” 
Hebert says. “Small, quaint, bucolic.” 

Finally, in order to sweeten the deal. 


the city decided to rent a penthouse unit 
for its new city hall. They’d pay for it 
with proceeds from selling the developer 
its land. The entire property would be 
taxed. The school district would get its 
cut. The county agreed to give Oakland 
Park its share for the first five years in 
return for facilitating a deal that would 
fatten everyone’s wallet. 

“They’re not getting a check written 
from the city, no financial incentives, no 
subsidies,” Hebert says. 

His redevelopment agency has been 


consulting residents and area businesses 
for a year and a half. 

In Columbia Heights, a public engage¬ 
ment period of less than a week resulted 
in a very different deal. Alatus hasn’t 
yet purchased the business center par¬ 
cel from Columbia Heights. The city 
hasn’t produced architectural plans for 
its city hall condo. The cost of the TIF 
will change as the rest of the project 
unfolds. Though many details remain 
unknown, Columbia Heights has offi¬ 
cially committed to the global decision 
of moving in with Alatus. 

When Chirpich talks about Columbia 
Heights seizing the opportunity to work 
with Alatus, the city official invokes faith. 
“The mantra of this development team 
has always been: We’ll take it as far as we 
can with the best information available 
to make each incremental decision. And 
at some point, you do have to step off and 
believe that you’ve got enough informa¬ 
tion to make a good decision,” he says. 

Chirpich calls city hall’s placement 
“bold” and “cutting edge.” A futuristic 
model for other financially strapped 
towns in the years to come. 

“We feel we’ve done the best that 
we can given the constraints that we’re 
under,” he says. “Because the broader 
development project is being driven by 
a bigger picture.” 03 


**Everyone will be looking to us. 
Its also creating a unique and 
marketable identity for our city.'' 
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Korean BBQ 


WWW. H o ba n Ko rea n B BQ.co m 


@ @HobanUptown 


612 345-7214 


2939 HENNEPIN AVE SOUTH, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55408 



GRILL & DELI 

GREEK ^ MEDITERRANEAN ^ AMERICAN 


Sun-Thur 9am-10pm • Fri-Sat 9am-11pm 
4755 Central Avenue • Columbia Heights 


Valid 7 days a week. Good only at Columbia Heights location. 
Expires 1/8/2020. Not valid on holidays. 


BUY ONE BUFFET 
GET ONE HALF OFF 

Valid Monday-Thursday only. Good only at Columbia 
Heights location. Expires 1/8/2020. Not valid on holidays. 



Specialiiinsl in Ecuadorian, 
Colombian, and Peruvian cuisines. 
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WHAT HATH CHEF 
WROUGHT 

A look back at the year in food 



ALMA GUZMAN 


BY SARAH BRUMBLE 

ongratulations, everyone! Some¬ 
how we just cruised around 
the Milky Way in our dizzy 
little spa bubble for another 
365 days, so I guess that means 
I’ll be making sense of what happened in 
food and dining during that time.... 

You’ll notice some of these themes aren’t 
so different from last year. Life here in Min¬ 
nesota changes in degrees and seasons. We 
drift, like snow, planning for spring and its 
eternal promise—from patios and new res¬ 
taurants to farmers markets and bountiful 
produce. Still, let’s raise a glass to all that’s 
happened, and more that’s yet to come. 

Deep Thinking About Food and 
Its Consequences 

We all know there’s no such thing as ethical 
consumption under capitalism, but 2019 
reminded us there’s still value in trying. 
AllSquare, with its mission to employ 
formerly incarcerated individuals, made 
Time’s list of the 100 most important places 
in the world. Just/us closed shop in soli¬ 
darity with fellow tenants who couldn’t 
manage an astronomical rent hike, only 
to find a more, erm, just setting to reopen 
this month. Uptown’s Provision is creat¬ 
ing an entirely new model for accessible 
and equitable dining, and an ever growing 
roster of restaurants are providing benefits 
for their staff (often via a service charge on 
customers’ tabs). 

Speculating on Uptown’s Deadness 

You may have noticed that asking readers 
if Uptown is dead constitutes its own trend 
around here. We understand if you think 
we’re messing with you, but we’re asking 
ourselves this question, too. Consider, for 
a moment, 2019’s casualties, all but one 
of which occurred in the back half of the 
year: Uptown Pizza (which might reopen). 
Famous Dave’s, New Bohemia, It’s Greek 
to Me, Libertine, Hasty Tasty, Piggy Bank, 
and Mercado. 

What Is Dead May Never Die 

Never has it felt more like defeat wasn’t an 
option for owners. After calling it “quits,” 
restaurants have found ways to rise again 
in new and surprising forms after admitting 
their initial idea (or timing) wasn’t quite 
right. Luckily, the Twin Cities has become a 
place with nooks and crannies where such 
reinvention is possible. Famous Dave’s found 
asmaller footprint in the same neighborhood 
to expand their delivery market; golden 
boy Justin Sutherland breathed new life 


into Ox Cart’s severed rooftop space as an 
arcade playplace; Revolution came back as 
locally relevant Potluck; Spoily’s changed 
its name and ownership (but little else) to 
become Como Tap; the masterminds behind 
Funky Grits discovered a new environment 
and formula in a community cafe; and Fish 
Bowl Poke quietly shifted into Graze food 
hall without changing its wares at all. 

Food Halls Are Here to Stay 

The food hall boom continued, and our 
Magic EightBaU predicts this will remain the 
case thanks to an (actual) climate that shits 
on food trucks and a (fiscal, real estate) cli¬ 
mate that makes investingcapital in untested 
chefs adicey proposition. Rosedale’s Revolu¬ 
tion Hall only refined the concept as Graze 
Provisions + Libations made the first of 
the North Loop’s big splashes. Late in the 
year, the North Loop Galley would seize 
Graze’s energy to elevate the possibilities 
of food-hall dining in a smaller setting. Over 
in Northeast, Kieran’s Kitchen took the 
theme in a different direction, where it acts 
like an Ingredient Hall; artisans from the 


Food Building form a restaurant and bar 
out of the goods made in their roamable 
workspaces. We’re also still waiting for 
Malcolm Yards Market near Surly. 

Culinary Edging 

Good things take time. We get it. The hype 
for big projects like the aforementioned 
Malcolm Yards continues to build... like 
it’s done since 2017. Similarly, downtown’s 
Dayton’s Project (including its own avocado 
toast-fueled food hall) enters year three of 
construction, boasting two windows full 
of snowbears to show for itself. At least 
Ann Kim’s fresh tortilla joint has a name 
now? Sooki & Mimi is expected to arrive 
in “spring 2020.” Meanwhile, south Min¬ 
neapolis pizza don GoodTimes reassured 
onlookers as recently as late November 
that slow and steady progress was (still) 
being made after bricks were repeatedly 
thrown through its windows this spring. 

It’s the Rococo Era of Drinking 

Alcohol is going more niche than ever, 
which is great for the tongue and hard on 


the liver. Betty Danger’s has started dress¬ 
ing for Christmas a quarter of the year, and 
Lawless serves some of the best cocktails in 
town while also being a sincere (rotating) 
theme bar. Local distilleries continue to 
boom (possibly to their detriment) as gems 
like Dampfwerk and Stilheart expanded 
into tasting rooms, and Tattersall added the 
Clover Club and canned cocktails for liquor 
stores. Meanwhile, the beer scene hasn’t yet 
found that dreaded taproom bubble, and 
breweries continue to open at a rapid clip. 
Some, like One Fermentary & Taproom, 
will try to break the mold, while others 
stake claims in uncharted lands (cough: 
Forgotten Star in Fridley, Eden Prairie’s 
Fat Pants). And never forget: This was the 
year of local hard seltzer. 

St Paul Is a Workhorse 

Minneapolis’ sleepy sister to the east isn’t 
going to be happy about this, but we know 
they’ve got somethingspecial going on. From 
Minneapolis food trucks and mainstays 
migrating eastward, to new and inventive 
spots like Magic Noodle, Treats Cereal Bar 
& Boba, Due Focacceria, Hope Breakfast 
Bar, Bap and Chicken, and Estelle, there’s 
increasing urgency for Minneapolitans to 
realize that across 280 awaits a promised 
land of flavor. 

South Minneapolis’Booze Boom 

Thanks to the promise of that November 
2018 ballot measure, actual! booze! has 
come to neighborhoods beyond a handful 
of acres in downtown Minneapolis... and 
boy are bartenders dusting off their shakers. 
Neighborhood favorites like Terzo, Bull’s 
Horn, Saint Genevieve, and Pizzeria Lola 
(to name only a few) immediately secured 
a license and got to work, pleasing patrons 
with everything from Aperol to Old Over¬ 
holt. Not a soul was heard complaining, 
especially during patio season. 

’Burb Your Enthusiasm 

The Twin Cities—here meaning Minne¬ 
apolis and St. Paul proper—can’t rely on 
diners from the ’burbs making pilgrimages 
into the “scary” Cities like they once could. 
Quality establishments of their own have 
blossomed in the past year, making dealing 
with parking shortages and our concrete 
snobbery less appealing than ever. Now 
we’re heading their way thanks to Rob- 
binsdale’s reborn Pig Ate My Pizza, Ros¬ 
eville’s Baldamar, Spring Park’s Vann, the 
mafioso glory of Shakopee’s Little Chicago 
Chophouse, and Cannon Falls’ nationally 
recognized Falls Landing. 03 
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FIRST AVENUE MAINROOM 


FIRSTAVENUE' 

BEST NEW^ 


BANDS OF 2019' 
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GREEN/BLUE. LOKI'S FOLLY, 
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FIRST-AVENUE.COM 
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AROUND TOWN 
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COYOTE KID 
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W/ INLAND COASTAL 
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W/ IRM CREW, DELITE & SMOKE DEE, 
SET THE SMITH, AND MORE 




manUalW ^ 

DISAPPOINTMENT 

W/THE FLORISTS, MR. SUBMISSIVE, 
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SATURDAY “Vision 2020” at Mia features gorgeous, historical, and amazing photography from three African portrait artists p. 16 



WEDNESDAY 1.1 


COMEDY 

SEAN DONNELLY 

RICK BRONSON’S HOUSE OF COMEDY 
“I'm newly divorced, which is a bit of 
a bummer. But I’m doing good,” says 
comedian Sean Donnelly. “I just did a 
spot on Tracy Morgan’s show. The Last 
O.G., pla 5 dng a security guard, and I’ve 
been doing tons of standup as usual.” 
Onstage, Donnelly is talking about 
everything from UFOs to social media. “I 
had ADD as a kid,” he says of the latter. 
“Social media is like my brain, but as a 
collective unit. After a few days, we can’t 
remember what we were upset about or 
who we were mad at.” Donnelly reckons 
we’re headed back to 1996 as people back 
away from social media. “I already see it 
happening. People say, ‘I check my email 
and maybe look up a recipe.’ Even the 
tech companies have caught on, offering 


features that let you lock yourself out of 
the internet for a while.” He likens it to 
how bars were years ago. “They used 
to say in bars, ‘No politics or religion.’ I 
think that’s kind of good. I’m not saying 
we can’t talk about things, but we can still 
be friends and have different opinions. 
Family members are unfriending each 
other. People need to chill out. One 
thing doesn’t define a person.” 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday through Friday; 9:45 p.m. 
Friday; 9:30 p.m. Saturday and Sunday; 

7 p.m. Sunday. $16.408 E. Broadway, 
Mall of America, Bloomington; 952-858- 
8558. Through Sunday -p.f. wilson 

THURSDAY 1.2 

COLD 

WINTERTIME SAUNA SESSIONS 

TRAILHEAD AT THEODORE WIRTH PARK 
We are currently entering the coldest 
months in Minnesota. Ice scraping is 


a daily necessity, ski masks are socially 
acceptable, and nights drinking alone 
with Netfiix are totally the norm. But 
that’s not all that’s happening here in 
our fair state; people are also ramping 
up for the Winter Carnival, the Ice 
Castles, and the U.S. Pond Hockey 
Tournament. Believe it or not, you 
can enjoy this weather, too, but it’s 
also important to have a respite. So if 
you plan to head to Theodore Wirth 
Park for a little snowshoeing, fat tire 
bike riding, or cross-country skiing, 
consider also booking a session with 
the 612 Sauna Society Collective. 

One of the few reasons to put on a 
swimsuit in Minnesota in winter, 
this service gives you an opportunity 
to warm up, cool down, and then 
warm up again in a series of 10- to 
20-minute cycles. After a bit, you 
might actually find yourself craving 
the cold. Crazy, right? The 612 crew 


will be at the park through January 
5 (and probably longer; they tend to 
post their available dates in two-week 
increments), and the mobile sauna has 
been known to travel to places like the 
lakes in south Minneapolis and Surly’s 
brewery. Check 612saunasociety.com 
to reserve a spot, learn about good 
sauna etiquette (it’s also fiu season, 
everyone), and see where they plan 
to travel next. 5 to 9 p.m. Thursdays 
through Fridays; 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Saturdays through Sundays. $25 per 
session. 1221 Theodore Wirth Pkwy., 
Minneapolis. -Jessica armbruster 

COMEDY 

BENGTWASHBURN 

ACME COMEDY CO. 

“I’m in an airport in Costa Rica,” Bengt 
Washburn says. “I did a cruise ship gig 
last week and this is where I get off” 

For years, working the boats, as they 
say, wasn’t the most desirable gig in 
comedy, but Washburn says times have 
changed. “I don’t mind it,” he says. 

“Older audiences now are pretty hip. 
When I first started, they didn’t know 
what standup was. Now if you have 
an audience of 50- and 60-year-olds, 
they know who Carlin is; they get it.” 
Washburn doesn’t work blue, but there 
are still things that seem otherwise 
innocuous that he can’t joke about on 
ships. “I still do clubs. That’s where I 
do the writing,” he says. His PG/PG-13 
style earned him two specials on Dry 
Bar Comedy, a website and production 
company that favors clean standup. “My 
last special for them was called Not Bad,” 
he says. “At Acme, I’ll be doing the ‘Sort 
of Bad’ show. It’s all the stuff from Not 
Bad, but not truncated. It goes a little 
further.” For example, he’ll be able to 
touch on some social and political topics 
that he couldn’t do at sea. “That would 
start a fight on a ship,” he adds. “But 
it would be pretty funny given the age 
group. Someone would tip over and die.” 
8 p.m. Wednesday through Saturday; 
10:30 p.m. Friday, and Saturday. $16-$18. 
708 N. First St, Minneapolis; 612-338- 
6393. Through Saturday -p.f. wilson 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16 ► 
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FRIDAY 1.3 


THEATER 

BECKY SHAW 

GREMLIN THEATRE 

At first glance, contemporary pla 3 Avright 
Gina Gionfriddo’s dark comedy Becky 
Shaw might appear to be a rollicking 
farce of an epically awful blind date. 

From the moment the titular heroine, 
an aimless college dropout, meets 
her proposed match, a cynical money 
manager, the evening is clearly headed 
for disaster. But those expecting a 
conventional narrative should prepare 
themselves for a more twisted tale, 
one where the barbed humor may hit 
uncomfortably close to home. While 
Becky and her suitor are uproariously 
mismatched, theirs is far from the only 
dysfunctional relationship on display: 
Their would-be matchmakers, married 
friends, are harboring their own barely 
repressed doubts. The foursome create 
a hysterical depiction of best intentions 
gone awry, all the while ruminating on 
how even the most estranged unions can 
be endured for the sake of convenience. 
Along the way, insights hit on how 
moral honesty can be weighed against 
more pressing considerations, such as 
financial security. Featuring a standout 
cast of Kevin Fanshaw, Jodi Kellogg, 
Chelsie Newhard, Logan Verdoorn, 
and Olivia Wilusz, under the adept 
direction of Ellen Fenster, this new 
production should prove to be nothing 
less than the most ridiculously relatable 
anti-romance of the winter theater 
season. 7:30 p.m. Thursdays through 
Saturdays; 3 p.m. Sundays. $28.550 
Vandalia St, St Paul; 651-228-7008. 
Through January 26 -brad richason 

FILM 

FAYE ON THE RUN 

TRYLON CINEMA 

As the film industry faces scrutiny over 
the longstanding dearth of complex 
roles for women, there’s never been a 
better time to appreciate the standard 
set by screen legend Faye Dunaway. 
Refusing to accept stereotypically shallow 
parts, Dunaway imbued her portrayals 
with a blend of intellectual depth and 
emotional nuance. Dunaway’s enduring 
influence has become more evident 
over the years, as demonstrated by 
Trylon Cinema’s four-film retrospective 
Faye on the Run. Chinatown (1974) 
features one of Dunaway’s most searing 
performances, as Evelyn Mulwray, wife 
of a prominent city engineer, whose 
tragic past becomes exposed through the 
investigative persistence of ace gumshoe 
J.J. “Jake” Gittes (Jack Nicholson). 



Evoking empathy for a notorious pair of 
compulsive criminals, Bonnie and Clyde 
(1967) pairs Dunaway with Warren 
Beatty as the two ride-or-die outlaws 
on a robbery road trip destined to end 
in bullets and bloodshed. Three Days of 
the Condor (1975) casts Dunaway as an 
initially reluctant ally to a wanted CIA 
analyst (Robert Redford) scrambling to 
uncover a conspiracy orchestrated at the 
highest levels of government. Closing out 
the series with a classic criminal caper. 
The Thomas Crown Ajfair (1968) presents 
Dunaway as a tenacious insurance 
investigator determined to crack the case 
of a bank heist engineered by a jaded 
millionaire (Steve McQueen). 7 and 
9:15 p.m. Eridays and Saturdays; 3 and 
5:15 p.m. Sundays. Showtimes do vary 
slightly each week; visit trylon.org for a 
complete schedule. $8.3258 Minnehaha 
Ave. S., Minneapolis; 612-424-5468. 
Through January 26 -brad richason 

T H 17 A T 17 n 

SCREAM IT OFFSCREEN 

PARKWAY THEATER 
In these dark times, it’s important to 
remember that democracy can be a 
beautiful thing. But it can also be chaotic. 
See exactly what we mean at Scream It 
Off Screen, a monthly short film series 
where audiences yea or nay each piece 
via scream or silence. At each installment, 
local filmmakers submit a 15-minute 
short. After three minutes, the audience 
collectively votes on whether or not to 
watch it to the end... or banish it forever. 
If you’re a “nay,” you’ll start screaming. If 
your vote is “yea,” then you must remain 
silent. Eilms that get majority screams 
will be gonged, but not forgotten. In 
the end, the top filmmaker walks away 
with a giant check for $101. Expect to 
see some compellingly weird stuff, some 


true clunkers, cringe-worthy efforts, and 
potential masterpieces. You decide what 
you scream at. Eilms are traditionally 
collected on a first-come, first served 
basis, but this week they’re doing things 
a little differently, as event hosts will be 
tr 3 dng out the lottery route. Show up at 
Turtle Bread with your thumb drive at 
7 p.m. on Thursday to enter. 18+. 7 p.m. 
$8/$10.4814 Chicago Ave., Minneapolis; 
612-822-8080. -JESSICA armbruster 

c p n R T Q 

WRESTLEPALOOZA 
XVI AND XVII 

FIRST AVENUE 

There’s professional wrestling, and then 
there’s Wrestlepalooza. The biannual 
extravaganza has become a must-see 
rite of passage for anyone who claims 
to be a true Minnesotan, combining 
wrestling, burlesque, and live music in 
a cabaret of madness unlike an54hing 
else. EIRST Wrestling, the group behind 
Wrestlepalooza, is once again taking 
over Eirst Avenue for two nights to kick 
off the New Year, and the^re coming 
out swinging. Some of the biggest 
names in independent wrestling will 
be descending on Minneapolis for the 
weekend, including “Eamous Penis 
Wrestler” Joey Ryan, Orange Cassidy, 
and Jake Atlas. Local favorites will be 
here, too, including “The Anarchist” Arik 
Cannon and Devon Monroe. Minneapolis 
pop-punk trio Tightwire will be on 
hand to provide the soundtrack for the 
evening, while some of the Twin Cities’ 
burlesque all-stars will bring their own 
heavy artillery. The Saturday night event 
is already sold out, and Eridays will 
definitely sell out soon. Whether your 
entire closet is full of old ’90s wrestling 
T-shirts and it’s still real to you, dammit. 


or you’re just curious what a “Eamous 
Penis Wrestler” does, you have to 
experience Wrestlepalooza for yourself 
18+. 7 p.m. Eriday and Saturday. $27/$35. 
701 Eirst Ave. N., Minneapolis; 612-338- 
8388. Also Saturday -Patrick strait 

SATURDAY 1.4 


ART/MUSEUM 

VISION 2020; CONTEMPORARY 
PHOTOGRAPHIC PORTRAITS 

MINNEAPOLIS INSTITUTE OF ART 
Bold, striking, powerful, and beautiful 
are all ways to describe the work of 
the featured artists of Wision 2020,” a 
new exhibit at Mia showcasing three 
photographers who hail from Africa. 
Zanele Muholi, of Umlazi, South 
Africa, gives dignity to those who are 
stigmatized, snapping black-and-white 
portraits of people of color in the LGBTQ 
community, a group that continues to 
face oppression and inequality in the 
post-Apartheid era. Sengalese fashion 
photographer Omar Victor Diop’s work is 
vibrant, gorgeous, and colorful, touching 
on history, iconic figures, and potential 
futures. Samuel Eosso, from Cameroon, 
has created a world of personalities 
over the decades, taking self-portraits 
of himself, always as someone else, as 
a commentary on political events, Pan- 
African pop-culture, and civil rights 
movements worldwide. Eree. 2400 
Third Ave. S., Minneapolis; 612-870-3131. 
Through June 14 -Jessica armbruster 

ART/GALLERY 

WINTER CYPHER 

MODUS LOCUS 

Eor the past three years. Summer 
Cypher Minneapolis has brought B-boy 
and B-girl dancers, MCs, DJs, graffiti 
artists, spoken-word artists, drummers, 
and more together in an inclusive, 
intergenerational environment meant 
to facilitate the sharing of knowledge, 
space, and opportunities in the hip- 
hop community. Modus Locus’ latest 
exhibition, ‘Winter Cypher,” celebrates 
all that has come from the Cypher 
programming. That includes videos 
by Teddy Grimes, plus photographs 
by Kimani Beard and gallery owner 
Ephraim Eusebio. The three curated 
the exhibit together, which also features 
many of the artists who have participated 
in the series over the years. In addition 
to the opening reception this Saturday, 
January 4, from 2 to 8 p.m., the month¬ 
long exhibition will host numerous 
gatherings, ending with a B-boy/B-girl 
battle on Eebruary 1.3500 Bloomington 
Ave., Minneapolis; 612-382-9477. 
Through February 1 -sheila regan 
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SWEETLAND ORCHARD 
SRIRAL BREWING 
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CANNON RIVER WINERY 


KEEPSAKE CIDERY 
VENN BREWING COMPANY 
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I Heart Tacos Truck at Norseman Distillery 451 Taft Street NE 
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Deli 


641 University Ave 
N.E. Minneapolis • (612) 379-4069 
EMiLYSLEBANESEDELi.COM # 





»All female staff W ^ 

»Privacy curtains ^ 

»All are welcome • 

»Open 7 days a week 
» Highest quality / implant-grade jewelry 
»Clean, Respectful, a Client CatisfactiDn Driven 
» Four stellar tattoo artists 1 two talented piercers 
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20 FOR ’20 

Movies to look forward to in the new year 



Tenet 


MELINDA SUE GORDON 



WARNER BROS 


BY TONY LIBERA 

ill the ’20s be the last 
decade in human his¬ 
tory? We’ll see! In the 
meantime, let’s distract 
ourselves from our prob¬ 
able doom by spending more time than 
ever watching movies. Here’s what will 
be worth seeing in 2020. 

No Time to Die (April 8) 

When Daniel Craig took over the 007 
mantle in Casino Roy ale, he ushered in a 
new era for James Bond. Here’s hoping 
he can go out with a bang after the disas¬ 
ter that was Spectre. Cary Joji Fukunaga 
will direct, and his work on the first 
season of True Detective warrants some 
hype here. 

Biack Widow (May 1) 

Well, it only took 12 years, 20-some mov¬ 
ies, and her character’s epic death, but 
Scarlett Johansson finally gets her own 
Marvel flick. Black Widow will have to 
be a prequel given her Endgame kersplat, 
which makes for a weird order of events. 
Fingers crossed there’s a bigger-picture 
tie-in, or else a dead character on a solo 
escapade could mean diminished stakes. 


Knowing the Marvel Cinematic Universe, 
let’s give ’em the benefit of the doubt. 

Fast & Furious 9 (May 22) 

The action-adventure pivot in Fast Five 
has made the The Fast and the Furious 
series one of the dumb-funnest fran¬ 
chises around. What’s Fast St Furious 9 
about? Who cares? Vin Diesel will drive 
cool cars, drink some Coronas, and say 
something like, “When you’re here, 
you’re family.” Rinse. Repeat. 

Wonder Woman 1984 (June 5) 

DC has burned us plenty over the past 
few years, yet Wonder Woman was one of 
their few movies to pull its weight. The 
sequel’s marketing materials have re¬ 
vealed Chris Pine’s return from the dead, 
a move that rarely plays out well. Still, I’m 
staying optimistic that Gal Gadot and co. 
can keep Wonder Woman wonderful. 

Sou/(June 19) 

Pixar’s second film of the year pairs 
Jamie Foxx and Tina Fey as a couple 
of disembodied—you guessed it—souls. 
Bloomington native Pete Doctor is run¬ 
ning the show, and considering his last 
three directorial efforts gave us Monsters, 


Inc., Up, and Inside Out, Soul has the 
potential to be one of Pixar’s finest. 

Ghostbusters: Afteriife (July 10) 

Jason Reitman picks up the franchise 
where his dad Ivan left off, ignoring 
2016’s forgettable reboot and dipping 
back into the original universe. Reitman 
the younger leans more toward drama, 
and the trailer suggests a less comedic 
tone, so it’ll be interesting to see how 
Reitman reconciles Afterlife with the 
originals. And hey, Paul Rudd. 

Tenet (July 17) 

Tenet is Christopher Nolan’s next film, 
so the less you know the better. I’d wa¬ 
ger it’s well worth going in blind. 

Last Night in Soho (September 25) 

Few directors make movies as fun as 
Edgar Wright’s, but Last Night in Soho 
will take a spooky turn. We know there’s 
psychological horror and some time hi- 
jinks. Beyond that, we’ll just have to trust 
in Wright’s distinctive skills. 

Eternais (November 6) 

I wasn’t convinced Guardians of the Gal¬ 
axy would work on the big screen, and 


it turned out to be one of my favorites in 
the MCU. I’m thinking Eternu/s might 
go the same way, with Chloe Zhao—who 
directed one of my favorite movies of the 
past decade. The Rider—at the helm. 

Dune (December 18) 

Dune is always going to be a tricky 
adaptation because of its expansiveness. 
Frank Herbert’s sci-fi epic is both physi¬ 
cally huge and full of complex political 
machinations. Yet if Denis Villeneuve can 
do for Dune what he did for Blade Runner 
2049, we might have one of the decade’s 
best right out the gate. 

Honorable Mentions: 

Birds of Prey (February 7) 

Onward (March 6) 

A Quiet Piace: Part ii (March 20) 

Muian (March 27) 

The Lovebirds (April 3) 

The Personai History of 
David Copperfieid (May 8) 

Candy man (June 12) 

Bin & Ted Face the Music (August 21) 
The King’s Man (September 18) 

Raya and the Last Dragon 
(November 25) 03 
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CAT-NIP 


COMEDY CO. 



Local actors reflect on WTF went wrong with Cats 



UNIVERSAL PICTURES 


BY JAY GABLER 




I 


don’t want people to think 
that this is what musical 
theater is,” says actor Nat¬ 
alie Shaw about the new 
movie Cats, ‘'but I hope 
this inspires more people to see musical 
theater just to be like, ‘Okay, is it always 
like this? Are shows always this weird?’” 

In cinemas. Cats is looking like an 
epic flop despite being one of the most 
talked-about holiday releases. Critics have 
taken their claws out for Tom Hooper’s 
star-studded adaptation of Andrew Lloyd 
Webber’s 1981 stage musical, and Twin 
Cities theater artists understand why. 

“The dancing was atbest^fep Up: Take 
It to the Litter Box,” says actor Patrick 
Kozicky. “The acting was sloppy, and 
the CGI was alarmingly difficult to look 
at. While the stage version is innocent 
and playful, the movie is unnecessarily 
sexed-up and borderline offensive.” 

“Why are cats wearing shoes?” asks 
Shaw, beginning a long list of oddities 
and disappointments. “Many of these 
performers didn’t sound warmed-up, 
were not hitting the right notes—sorry. 
Rebel Wilson and Francesca Ha 5 rward. 


Jason Derulo has a cockney accent that’s 
unneeded. And there’s this underlyingtone 
of horniness that’s very strange! All these 
cats have bedroom eyes for each other.” 

How does that even work, given that 
they’re cat-human hybrids with infa¬ 
mously airbrushed genitals? “I don’t 
know how they have cat sex,” admits 

“The dancing was 
at best Step Up: 

Take It to 
the Litter BoxC 

Shaw. “I really don’t know.” 

While Hooper has blamed a rushed 
timeline for the subpar CGI (a suppos¬ 
edly improved version was dispatched 
to theaters days after the film’s release). 
Walking Shadow Theatre Company 
co-founder John Heimbuch, who says 
watching Cats onstage “was a formative 
experience for me as a theater artist,” 
sees larger problems. 

“The play doesn’t really have a plot,” 
he says. “The movie felt the need to insert 


all these typical Hollywood things that 
defied the very nature of what the play 
was and robbed it of a huge part of what 
made it special.” 

Onscreen, says Heimbuch, the “joy of 
the play” is lost amid elaborate, uncanny 
visual effects. “There’s something about 
being there that this show requires... it 
just is a bunch of people onstage pre¬ 
tending to be cats and other things, like 
pretending to be mice or pretending to 
be cockroaches or pretending to make 
a train.” 

So Cats the movie is bad... is it so bad 
it’s good? “It’s a new era of Rocky Hor¬ 
ror or The Room,” says Shaw. “I think 
it’s going to have a cult following. I’m 
so excited to take more of my friends. 
It already felt like I was at a midnight 
screening.” 

“This movie feels like a situation where 
a group of otherwise very talented indi¬ 
viduals were certain that they could do 
no wrong,” says Kozicky, adding a plea 
on behalf of a star whose furry makeup 
becomes amply moistened with tears 
and a runny nose, all shot in prolonged 
close-up. “Can someone please give Jen¬ 
nifer Hudson a tissue?” 03 


Bengt Washburn 
Thursday-Saturday 
Jan. 2nd-Jan 4th 


Thu 8pm • $15 Show/$30 Dinner 
Fri-Sat 8pm & 10:30pm • $20 Show/$35 Dinner 


(612)338.6393 • 708 N. 1st St., Mpls 
WWW.ACMECOMEDYCOMPANY.COM 



Rutli Lordaii • Psychic €2oiisultaiit 

Every Wednesday fif Thursday 6:30pni 


TUE, DEC 31 



N.Y.E. WITH HAIRBALL 

with Guest Free Fallin: 

Tribute to Tom Petty 
Doors 7PM • Show 8:15 pm *21 + 
Shuttle to area hotels 


SAT, JAN 11 



TYLER FARR 

with Guest Shane Martin 
Doors 7:30pm • Show 8:30pm • 21-^ 


SAT, JAN 18 



FUNKY BREW MEDINA 
BEER FESTIVAL 

Live Music by Thirsty River and Activities 
12pm'3pm *21 + 


UPCOMING 


JAN 25.BOB FM 7TH ANNUAL 

LISTENER APPRECIATION PARTY 
JAN 31 .. WORLD ACCORDING TO GARTH 
WITH FARMERS DAUGHTER 
FEB 14.FIREHOUSE AND SWEET 


LIKE US ONO 

For a Chance to Win Concert Tickets! 


500 Hwy 55 • Medina, MN • 763-478-6661 
4 miles west of 494 on Hwy. 55 
Purchase Tickets Online • www.medinaentertainment.com 

The Medina Inn, next door 763-478-9770 
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join us at 


Thursday’s 8pm and Sunday’s 7pm 




Open Jam 

Back Alley NYE 

Craig Clark Bgnd 
Jack Knife & The Sharps 
gth Street Shulfle 


Tuesday, January 7 • 7:30pm 


Connor McCrae’s 
Red Apple Trio 


Wednesday, January 8 » 7:30pm 


Dark Ciick Eiivs Surprise 

2901 2701 Av« S, MPLS 
612-729-4365 www.schoonertaven|,fiom ^ ^ 


Tapestry 

Stay active this winter, meet new friends, 
and learn how to dance! 


Tapestry Foikdance Center offers a wide range of dance classes from all around the 
world - no partner required! Whatever your skill level, you're bound to find a class that 
fits your needs. Visit our website to explore our array of dances, classes, and events! 
We hope to see you soon! 


tapestrydance.org 

3748 Minnehaha Ave 
Minneapolis, MN 

612-722-2914 
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PLUG IN, LISTEN, TAP FOOT 


MUSIC NEWSLETTER 


// 


CITYPAGES.COM/NEWSLETTERS 

// 


LOOKING TO 
REACH CUSTOMERS 
IN YOUR AREA? 


Feature your business in the 
City Page’s neighborhood 
banner section today! 




Tuesday, December 31, 2019 | 2:30pm - 10:00pm 
Presented by: Goodmanson Construction 
and Genisys Credit Union 
INDOORS AND OUDOORS 


$8.00 All You Can Skate! 

2661 Civic Center Drive Roseville, MN 55113 
recorded schedule: 651-792-7191 main: 651-792-7007 
\A^ww. S katet h e O VA L. CO m 


New Year's Eve Skating Party! New Year's Eve on ice 


THE 

GUIDANT JOHN ROSE 

MNQVAL 


jlEISEN's NO COVER CHARGE 

LIVE MUSIC 

DOWNTOWN SAVAGE 

BAR B 

NEW YEARS EVE ^ 
PARTY AT NEISEN’S ^ 

WITH THE OFF DUTY ASTRONAUTS! "j 

Neisen’s will be offering special $5 ^ 
appetizers and $1 Champagne! 


mmuFsmm 

ROCK NIGHT AT NEISEN’S 

f t t !' t FE. 

21 

,-r ■■ 

MIDWEST MAYHEM ^ 

PLAY, WIN, AND HAVE FUN! I&i 

MINNESOTA’S LARGEST PULL TABS 
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COURTESY OF GIGI BERRY 

FORWARD MERCH 


Pins, zines, and of course T- 
themselves with style 

BY SOPHIE VILENSKY 

T he first concert T-shirt was 
apparently created in the 1950s 
by an Elvis fan club. In the ’60s, 
the artist Warren Da 5 d:on pio¬ 
neered the usage of T-shirts 
as an artistic medium. 

Cool, fine, whatever. But what’s that got 
to do with Minnesota? Here’s an anec¬ 
dote for locals. In the ’90s, Joel Jacobson 
showed up at the State Fair with a “Brian 
Oake for President” T-shirt, stumping 
whimsimcally for the then-Rev 105 radio 
personality. 

“I worked at a place where you could 
screen-print,” Jacobson recalls. He and 
his brother printed up a few of the shirts, 
then visited Oake at a State Fair booth. “I 
can’t remember exactly what he said, but 
something along the lines of Thanks, but 
I’m not sure I’d be the right fit.’” 

The T-shirt stood out because the Minne¬ 
apolis music scene in the ’90s was not exactiy 
merch-forward, according to Jacobson. “A 
lot of it was flyers and posters. That’s how 
bands got the word out.” 

There were still physical objects to covet 
and collect: vinyl and CDs and cassettes, of 


shirts—how bands brand 


course, and people, Jacobson included, 
would save ticket stubs. But merch was 
hardly at the center of the club-going 
experience. 

People still save stubs. And posters and 
flyers are still necessary, though you’re 
more likely to see them on a screen than 
stapled to a telephone pole. But the lines 
at merch tables have grown, with new 
designs—and new items—showing up 
all the time. 

The big shift in the merch game has a 
lot to do with artist’s paychecks. This is 
hardly breaking news: Physical music sales 
are down, streaming is in, and if we want 
to support the people we love we’ve got to 
buy their shit. Today you can And wind- 
breakers and hats and socks and keychains 
and candles at the merch table, as well as 
anything else you can emblazon with a logo. 

Locally, Gigi Berry rules her enamel pin 
empire. She’s made pins for Last Import, 
Lady Midnight, and New Black City; no 
doubt new collaborations will be on their 
way soon. Berry finds a lot of her favorite 
pieces to be fan-made, with love for the 
artist at the forefront. 


“When I go to shows I buy merch 
religiously—I like leaving the show with 
something that says I was there,” Berry 
says. “Encouraging local bands to invest in 
merch is important because your fans want 
it and they’re basically walking adverts. 
Someone is gonna ask, ‘Hey, where’d you 
get that hat/shirt/patch/sticker/pin from?’ 
and they’re gonna want to tell them all about 
your band.” 

Designers like Alexis Politz—whose 
work can be seen on Berry’s Last Import 
pin—create these stickers and clothing and 
posters that show up both physically and 
on Instagram feeds. 

Politz mentions the physical edition 
of P.O.S’s Never Better as an early design 
inspiration. She remembers being 14 and 
oglingthe vinyl coverings and tracingpaper. 
“It’s vital to have merch that people can 
hold and touch and look at while they’re 
experiencing a show,” Politz says. “It’s 
important to have good merch because 
it’ll represent a band in some way. With 
DIY bands especially—you have to have 
good visuals to get people’s attention. It’s 
art helping art helping art.” 

To mark the release of their album Semi¬ 
permanent, Kitten Forever released a zine 
featuring lyrics and interviews plus a digital 
download code. 

‘We liked the idea of a physical object 
you would sit with and experience in your 
hands,” says Kitten Forever’s Liz Elton. 
“They’re a little annoying to tour with 
since they take up a lot of room and are 
relatively delicate—they crinkle easily—but 
it’s totally worth it and the/re a fun merch 
table conversation-starter.” 

Doomtree has onesies featuringtheir “No 
Kings” logo. Niiiice has rolling papers. Bob 
Ross Mob Boss had a hot sauce. The merch 
possiblities seem endless, even if the supply 
isn’t. Legacy items like the Rh 5 miesayers 
windbreaker are still hard to snag; the Bad 
Bad Hats hats that say “Bad Bad” were sold 
out until recently. 

“Merch is about being able to show 
off your taste. Being able to support your 
friends,” Natalie Klemond of Gully Boys says. 
“Coming out for a band is one thing. But 
to be able to take something away—there’s 
something sweet about it.” 

Through all this innovation and expan¬ 
sion, though, one item still reigns supreme. 

“Bands are areally elaborate T-shirt com¬ 
mercial,” says Klemond, quotingthe podcast 
Creative Pep Talk. She designs all the band’s 
merch including a particular T-shirt that’s 
been on my mind: Three weapon-34elding 
cherubs fly around, rosy and perfect and... 



THE LAST “REAL” ROADHOUSE 

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1988 • 1929-2020 



WITHOUT ANNETTE 
8;30PM-12:30AM 

Music Starts at 8:30pm-Call for Reservations 

UPCOMING 

Saturdayjanuary4 

Blues Society Winner 
Phil Kitze & His Resonators 


7345 Country Club Drive • Golden Valley • 763-545-9972 
One Block North of Highway 55 • Two Blocks East of Winnetka 




ALL, SHOWS 21- 

EVERY MONDAY • VPM 
Autotune Karaoke 
A WEEKLY KARAOKE NIGHT 

WITH YOUR VOlOE AUTOTUNED 
WEDNESDAY JANUARY 1 • 8:30PM 
New Year’s Day 2020 at Mortimer’s 
THURSDAY JANUARY 2 • 9PM 
Prg-rphs, Little Lizard, Larry Wish 
FRIDAY JANUARY 3 • 6:30PM 
The Semi-Pro Comedy Show 
FRIDAY JANUARY 3 • 10PM 
Stary, Nadine, Daisy Chains and 
Brunch Duke 
SATURDAY JANUARY 4 • 10PM 
Lovely Dark, Battlerat, w/Child 
SUNDAY JANUARY 5 • 9PM 
BPM Beat Battle 
WEDNESDAY JANUARY 8 • 8:30PM 
The Root R&B, Low Rats, Pink 
Trig-g-ers, Chandler Campbell 
upeoMiNe SHOWS 


JAN 10.Get Up, Stand-Up Comedy 

JAN 11.Glow Mechanics Album Release 

JAN 15.Lone Crows, Low Rats, 


Dick Wizard & The Wands, DJ Goyologuy 

FOLLOW US ON ti FOR UPCOMING EVENTS 
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Tuesday, December 31st 

The Cedar Presents 

LIZZ WINSTEAD IN SNARKNADO X 

A Hilarious Look Back at the Year and Decade 
with Sam Breckenridge 

Saturday Matinee Doors 1 PM / Show 2PM 

Evening Doors 6:30pm/ Show 7:30pm 

All Ages / Seated / $50 ADV / $60 DOS / $70 VIP 


Thursday, January 9th 

The Cedar Presents 

LE VENT DU NORD 

with Uskudar Eclectic 

Doors 7PM / Show 7:30PM / All Ages/ Seated / $18 ADV/ $22 DOS 


Saturday, January 11 th 

The Cedar, Augsburg University, and KFAI present 

630 CEDAR AVE FIRE BENEFIT 

with Thunder Band, Brass Messengers, Becky Kapell and 
The Fat 6, Jack Klatt, Amjet Kemet, Tatum and Tessa, Ray 
Barnard & Clark Adams, and more 

Doors 7PM / Show 7:30PM / All Ages/Standing/$10-$50 Sliding Scale 


Thursday, January 16th 

The Cedar Presents 

THE FOLK, FIDDLE, & FRIENDS 
FESTIVAL 

The Orange Mighty Trio, Sprig of That, and The OK Factor 

Doors 7PM / Show 7:30PM / All Ages / Seated / 

$15 ADV/$18 DOS 


Friday, January 17th 

New Media Touring Presents 

CHRIS FLEMING 

Doors 7PM / Show 8PM / All Ages / Seated / $40 GA 


Saturday, January 18th 

The Cedar and KFAI Present 

MARIELLE ALLSCHWANG AND 
THE VISITATIONS' 

Precession of a Day: The World of Mary Nohl with Chris 
Rosenau (of Volcano Choir) 

Doors 7PM / Show 8PM / All Ages / Seated / 

$20 ADV/$22 DOS 


416 Cedar Ave S Minneapolis, MN 55454 • 612.338.2674 
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Thursday, January 2 || 8:00 pm 

The Jerk (1979) 

Sunday, January 5 || 7:30 pm 

Al Church’s Cinematic 
Orchestra Presents: 

Buster Keaton's The General (i926) 

Friday, January 3 || 8:00 pm 

SCREAM IT OFF SCREEN! 

Short Film Competition h Anyone can enter! 

Thursday, January 9 || 8:00 pm 

The Man Who Fell To Earth (i976) 

WITH Opening Set From Little Man 

*Late Night* // Friday, January 3 || 11:00 pm 

The Adventures of 
Buckaroo Banzai 

Friday, January lO || 8:00 pm 

The Mad Ripple Hootenanny 

A Benefit for Foothold Twin Cities 

Saturday, January 4 || TOO pm 

Grease Sing-Along (i978) 

Saturday, January 11 || 1:00 pm 

Twilight Zone: The Movie (i983) 

Saturday, January 4 || 8:00 pm 

The Barley Jacks 

Award Winning Bluegrass! 

Saturday, January 11 || 7:00 pm 

HAMILTUNES 

AN AMERICAN SINGALONG 

Find tickets & more show listings at ParkwayTheater.com irlrT 


MUSIC 


dangerous, and the band’s name is rendered 
in a gothic font. The band also made two 
new T-shirts available on the first night 
of their December residency at the Entry. 

“It’s always gonna be T-shirts,” agrees 
career merchandise manager DougLefebvre. 

T-shirts aren’t cheap—Lefebvre says 
$35 is a fair price to pay for a shirt when 
you take into account all that goes into it: 
the collaboration of artist and designer, 
the sellers, the printers, the stock. And 
how sustainable is a business built on $35 
T-shirts? According to Lefebvre, very. He 
would know: He has the data and industry 
expertise to back the claim up. He’s been on 
every Atmosphere tour and he’s watched 
over semi-trucks full of cotton blanks. He 
can count a stack of shirts in mere seconds 
and knows exactly what your eye spots 
first in a display. 

And his favorite design? That’d be like 
asking someone to pick their favorite child, 
but Lefebvre mentioned Poli 9 a’s collection 
and the package for Brother Ali’s All the 
Beauty in This Whole Life album as examples 
of excellent local merch items, as well as 
Atmosphere’s ship-in-bottle-surrounded- 
by-filigree T-shirt. 

“It’s about coveting the new stuff and 
digging up the old,” Lefebvre says. “Merch 
is alive and well. It will be for a very, very 
longtime.” 03 

CRITICS’ PICKS 


LONGFALL 

7TH ST. ENTRY, THURSDAY 1.2 
Longfall inhabits the small, skewed corner 
where arena expressionism intersects 
with ambient throb. The local band makes 
fragile, grandiose soundscape rock, with a 
sweeping, epic feel enabled and undercut 
by how often they interrupt or redirect 
their seeping electronic groove. Their 
show celebrates the release of their new 
album. What We Found. With Coyote 
Kid and Inland Coastal. 18+. 7p.m. $10. 
701 First Ave. N., Minneapolis; 612-338- 
8388. -LUCAS FAGEN 

ICEBLINK, IE, SISTER SPECIES 

7TH ST. ENTRY, 1.5 

Local electronic performers Iceblink 
and IE share an approach to construct¬ 
ing soundscapes: Theirs are sublimi- 
nally creepy, hypnotic but not relaxing, 
indebted to experimental film scores, 
with smooth textures, occasional hushed 
voices, and an ominous emotional under¬ 
tow. Sister Species’ polished chamber- 
pop, dotted with trumpets and accordion, 
is rather more upbeat. 18+. 7:30p.m. $7. 
701 First Ave. N., Minneapolis; 612-338- 
8388. -LUCAS FAGEN 
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MM m James Ballentine 

Uptown 

VFW Post 246 


Post 246 

We're not your 
typical VFW 


Tickets on sale at www.uptownvfw.org 


TRANSMISSION 

THIS FRIDAY, JaN. 3! lOPM 

NEWWAVE SYNTHPOP PUNK 
DANCE INDIE 80's 90's 


TRANSMISSION 


DEUCES UP DANCE PARTY 


MURF, BLUE OX, CULT OF LIP, 
LOT LIZARD 


MALAMANYA 


HOTPANTS 



DJBOB 


Award Winning Karaoke 
Full Menu | Live Music 
Full Bar, Pull Tabs & Bingo 

2916 Lyndale Ave S • (612) 823-6233 

www.uptownvfw.org 
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY 

» By Rob Brezsny 


T ARIES (March 21-April 19): “We are all hostages of the joy of which 
we deprive ourselves,’ wrote poet Odysseus Elytis. Isn’t that an 
astounding idea? That we refuse to allow ourselves to experience some of the 
bliss and pleasure we could easily have; and that we are immured inside that 
suppressed bliss and pleasure? I call on you, Aries, to rebel against this human 
tendency. As I see it, one of your main tasks in 2020 is to permit yourself to 
welcome more bliss, to aggressively seize more pleasure, and thereby free 
yourself from the rot of its nullification. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): At age 22, Taurus-born Dutch citizen 
O Willem de Kooning sneaked into the United States. He was a stowaway 
on an Argentina-bound freighter, and stealthily disembarked when the ship 
made a stop in Virginia. As he lived in America during subsequent decades, he 
became a renowned painter who helped pioneer the movement known as 
abstract expressionism. His status as an illegal immigrant rarely presented 
any obstacles to his growing success and stature. Not until age 57 did he 
finally became an American citizen. I propose we make him one of your role 
models in 2020. May he inspire you to capitalize on being a maverick, outsider, 
or stranger. May he encourage you to find opportunities beyond your safety 
zone. 


*Tr GEMINI (May 21-June 20): When British novelist E. M. Forster was in 
J-L his late 30s, he had sex with another person for the first time. Before 
that he had published five novels. After that, he produced just one more novel, 
though he lived till age 91. Why? Was he having too much fun? Looking back 
from his old age, he remarked that he would “have been a more famous writer 
if I had published more, but sex prevented the latter.” I suspect that sensual 
pleasure and intimacy will have the exact opposite effect on you in 2020, 
Gemini. In sometimes mysterious ways, they will make you more productive in 
your chosen sphere. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): “Every part of our personality that we do 

not love will regress and become hostile to us,” wrote poet Robert Bly. 
I don’t know anyone who doesn’t suffer from this problem at least a little. 
That’s the bad news. The good news for us Cancerians (yes. I’m a CrabI) is that 
2020 will be a favorable time to engage in a holy crusade to fix this glitch: to 
feel and express more love for parts of our personality that we have 
dismissed or marginalized. The result? Any self-sabotage we have suffered 
from in the past could dramatically diminish. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): As a young adult, Leo-born Raymond Chandler 
® C worked as a fruit-picker, tennis racquet-stringer, and bookkeeper. At 
age 34, he began a clerical job at the Dabney Oil Syndicate, and eventually 
rose in the ranks to become a well-paid executive. The cushy role lasted until 
he was 44, when he was fired. He mourned for a while, then decided to 
become an author of detective fiction. It took a while, but at age 50, he 
published his first novel. During the next 20 years, he wrote six additional 
novels as well as numerous short stories and screenplays-and in the process 
became popular and influential. I present this synopsis as an inspirational 
story to fuel your destiny in 2020. 


rm VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): The fame of Virgo-born Italian poet 
* Ludovico Ariosto (1474-1533) has persisted through the ages because 
of Orlando Furioso, an epic poem he authored. It tells the story of the Christian 
knight Orlando and his adoration for a pagan princess. This great work did not 
come easily to Ariosto. It wasn’t until he had written 56 versions of it that he 
was finally satisfied. I suspect you may harbor an equally perfectionist streak 
about the good works and labors of love you’ll craft in 2020. May I suggest you 
confine your experiments to no more than 10 versions? 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Leonardo da Vinci worked on his painting 

The Last Supper from 1495 to 1498. It’s a big piece-about 15 by 29 
feet. That’s one reason why he took so long to finish. But there was another 
explanation, too. He told his patron, the Duke of Milan, that he sometimes 
positioned himself in front of his painting-in-progress and simply gazed at and 
thought about it, not lifting a brush. Those were times he did some of his 
hardest work, he said. I trust you will have regular experiences like that in 
2020, Libra. Some of your best efforts will arise out of your willingness and 
ability to incubate your good ideas with concentrated silence and patience. 


m SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): By 1895, Henry James had already 
HU published 94 books. He was renowned in the U.S. and England, and 
had written the works that would later lead to him being considered for a 
Nobel Prize. Then, at age 52, although he was not physically fit, he decided to 
learn how to ride a bicycle. He paid for lessons at a bicycle academy, and 
cheerfully tolerated bruises and cuts from his frequent falls as an acceptable 
price to pay for his new ability. I admire James’ determination to keep 
transforming. Let’s make him a role model for you in 2020. May he inspire you 
to keep adding new aptitudes as you outgrow your previous successes. 

^ SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): When Sagittarian composer 
^ Ludwig van Beethoven created the Eroica symphony in the early 1800s, 
many observers panned it. They said its rhythms were eccentric, that it was 
too long. One critic said it was “glaring and bizarre,” while another condemned 
its “undesirable originality.” This same critic concluded, “Genius proclaims 
itself not in the unusual and fantastic but in the beautiful and sublime.” Today, 
of course, Eroica has a different reputation. It’s regarded as a breakthrough 
event in musical history. I’ll go on record here, Sagittarius, to say that I 
suspect you created your own personal version of Eroica in 2019.2020 is the 
year it will get the full appreciation it deserves, although it may take a while. 
Be patient. 


rrr CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): I’m going to speculate that sometime 
^ in the next six months, you will experience events that years from now 
you’ll look back on as having been the beginning of a fresh universe for you. 
What should you call this launch? I suggest you consider elegant terms like 
“Destiny Rebirth” or “Fate Renewal” rather than a cliche like the “Big Bang.” 
And how should you celebrate it? As if it were the Grand Opening of the rest of 
your long life. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): In 2020,1 believe you will be able to 

summon the insight and kismet necessary to resolve at least one long- 
running problem, and probably more. You’ll have an enhanced ability to kick 
bad habits and escape dead ends and uncover liberating truths about 
mysteries that have flustered you. Frustrations and irritations you’ve 
grudgingly tolerated for far too much time will finally begin to wane. 
Congratulations in advance, AquariusI The hard work you do to score these 
triumphs won’t always be delightful, but it could provide you with a curiously 
robust and muscular kind of fun. 


X PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Let’s say you wanted to dress completely 
in silk: shirt, pants, vest, scarf, socks, shoes, hat, underwear, all made 
of silk. And let’s say your dream was to grow and process and weave the silk 
from scratch. You’d start with half an ounce of silkworm eggs. They’d hatch 
into 10,000 silkworms. Eventually those hard-working insects would 
generate five pounds of silk-enough to create your entire outfit. So in other 
words, you’d be able to generate an array of functional beauty from a small 
but concentrated amount of raw material. By the way, that last sentence is a 
good description of what I think your general approach should be in 2020. And 
also by the way, dressing in silk wouldn’t be too crazy an idea in the coming 
months. I hope you’ll have fun cultivating your allure, style, and flair. 


freewillastrology@freewillastrology.com 

© Copyright 2018 Rob Brezsny 



BINGO EXTRAVAGANZA • WIN $1,000! 

LARGEST CASH PRIZE IN THE AREA! 

MON - 6PM I WED - 6PM | SAT - 2PM 


HEX HAPPY HOURS 

M0NDAY-THURSDAY9AM-6PM 
FRIDAY 9AM-5PM & SATURDAY 9AM-2PM 

3RDSHIFT 2 FOR Is 

MDNDAY-SATURDAY8-9AM 

$1.25 HOT DOGS • $1.75 BRATS 

FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY all day! 

IM I (■! iriM } 


DJ Night 10-2 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 3 

DJ Night 10-2 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 4 

Ben Callies and The Royal 
Blues, Electric Revival Choir 


HOURS Mon-Sat 8am-2am | Sun 10am-2am 
2600 27th Ave South • Minneapolis • 612-722-3454 

visit US on facebook! 
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AMSTERDAM 

BAR & HALL 

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 1ST 
NEW YEARS DAY- CLOSED 
THURSDAY JANUARY 2ND 
Cold Sweat 
9PM • BAR • FREE • 21+ 

FRIDAY JANUARY 3RD 
The Vintagers 
9PM SHOW • BAR • FREE • 21+ 

THE VINTAGERS ARE A HIP-SHAKING, 
HEART-BREAKING, EARTH-QUAKING OLD-SCHOOL 
DANCE BAND OUT OF MINNEAPOLIS, MN. PLAYING 
BLUES, R&B, AND MOTOWN CLASSICS, THIS SOUL¬ 
FUL SET WILL PUT THE GROOVE IN YOUR GRIND AND 
THE MOJO IN YOUR DOJO. 

SATURDAY JANUARY 4TH 
Noptober Rust (A Tribute To Type 
O Negative) with Peace of Mind and 
Symptom of Reality 
7PM DOORS • HALL • $10 • 21+ 

MONDAYJANUARY6TH 
Excessive January Residency 
9PM • BAR • FREE • 21+ 

EVERY MONDAY IN JANUARY! 

6 WEST STREET X ST. PAUL MN 
AMSTERDAMBARANDHALL.COM 
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20/20 VISION 

BY BRENDAN EMMETT QUIGLEY 


Across 

I Day-in, day-out routine 

6 Armitron rival 

II Grocery store chain 
whose employees wear 
Hawaiian shirts, for short 

14 Region of Ephesus 

15 Ready for 
swashbuckling, say 

16 Waver, as on a point 

17 Person who photographs 
Motley Criie 

bassist Nikki? 

19 Butler’s address part? 

20 Saints might be known 
for them: Abbr. 

21 Cold War capital 

22 Play with dead people 

24 Drink with a lizard 
on its bottles 

25 2018 World Series 
winners, briefly 

26 Abode that provides 
cold comfort? 

28 Simply the best 

31 Use God Mode, say 

32 Squat muscles 

33 Bother 

34 Perfumer Frangois 

35 Is in pain 

36 All dressed up 

37 Clean Air Act agcy. 

38 Jockey straps 

39 TikTok users, likely 

40 Fails to pay back, 
as a loan 

42 Oktoberfest meat 

43 Type for a belly 
button ring 

44 Talkative bird 

45 Certain proof of purchase 

47 Actress Chaplin 

48 “Try the veal!” 


51 Fish on aschmear 

52 Comedian Jamie wearing 
only knee-highs? 

55 _dye 

56 Side best enjoyed with 
mayonnaise. I’d say 

57 Totally out of it 

58 Mother clucker 

59 Stretch while working 

60 Good times 


Down 

1 General idea 

2 PED abuser’s 
injection, for short 

3 ’80s new wave band 
whose name sounds 
like a surplus 

4 Cancel out 

5 1981 movie set 
on a submarine 

6 Collision where one 
car smashes into the 
other’s side door 

7 _maiden 

8 Yoga equipment 

9 50-50 wager 

10 Abnormal dryness, 
in dermatology 

11 MP3s of “Intro” 
and “Angels”? 

12 “The Rise of 
Skywalker” extra 

13 Dirty books 

18 Skid row resident 

23 “Send us a resume, 
everybody!”, for short 

24 Do a mic drop-worthy 
performance, e.g. 

25 Some bath toys 

26 “Lord willing!” 

27 Intentionally walk 
runner James during 


the softball game? 

28 Some GPS alerts 

29 Praying figure 

30 Sommelier’s suggestions 

31 Included in an email blast 

32 Very very 

35 Feature of some 
hospital roofs 

36 Indie actor Michael 

38 Tense second elections 

39 Hero from the ocean 

41 Certain soldier 

42 Casino magnate Steve 

44 Like delectable cake 

45 Like undelectable cake 

46 Seep out, like 
gooey fillings 

47 Sometimes they 
can’t take a yoke 

48 Amazon home assistant 

49 Equal (to) 

50 Amts, in a cookbook 

53 The first and only Super 
Bowl wherein two players 
were named MVP 

54 Her website is 
imaginepeace.com 


Last Week’s Answer 
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SAVAGE LOVE 


]>ii6e'5 & Xswinj 

Auto Repair • Collision Repair • Paint 
24 Hour Towing Available 

= I 

C- ' — - 

I 

^ f 

I 


323 Maria Avenue N 977 Front Avenue 

Saint Paul, MN 55103 Saint Paul, MN 55106 Minneapolis, MN 55408 

After 

22Ie Are Tfte Onlj Onej Tftere JPor Sott 24/7 

We Pay Top Dollar for Junk Cars, Any Condition. 

Best Price on used & new Tires 

Windshields | Upholstery | Make Car Keys | Auto Towing 
Roadside Assistance | Auto Repair | Lockout Services | Se Habla Espahol 




612 - 282-1659 
WINDOW TINTING 


www.dukescarsandtowingllc.com 


"This was honestly 
the best medical 
experience I have 
ever had." 


Support Family Tree Clinic 


BECOME A PATIENT! 



FamilyTree 

Clinic.or9 


CALL OR TEXT: 

651-645-0478 


Bottoming Out 

Help me help my best friend! 


M y best friend (gay male) 
and I (straight male) are 
students in our penultimate 
year of university. While I 
and my other friends all do 
reasonably well romantically, my gay friend 
hasn’t had anything significant happen in the 
three years I’ve known him. He’s never had 
a relationship. It’s always 
been a bit ofa soft spot for 
him, but recently, after 
going through an unre¬ 
ciprocated crush on a 
straightfriend, he’s been 
very down about it. His 
constant complaint is that 
all the men he likes always 
wind up being straight 
male metrosexual types 
who don’t seem to realize 
they’re leading him on or 
are outrighthomophobic/ 
super-hetero dickheads. 

He’s gotten on Grindr, but 
still no luck. Conversations about romance 
or sex almost inevitably end up with him 
lamenting his fate. While I’m always there 
to listen and talk. I’m not sure what I can 
say or do, other than the generic Ht’ll happen 
one day”platitudes. He’s definitely attractive 
and charming and relatively confident, so 
it really does seem like the issue might just 
be one of scarcity. Just wondering if you 
have any advice. 

BEGGING ADVICE REGARDING ENDING 
BESTIE’S ELONGATED DRY SPELL 

If your roommate is the only gay guy on 
your campus and Grindr is actually an empty 
cupboard, if this is truly a scarcity issue, 
then your roommate has all my S5mipathy, 
BAREBEDS. But if he’s one of those gay 
guys who finds gayness so repulsive in oth¬ 
ers that all openly gay men are automati¬ 
cally disqualified—if he’s one of those gay 
guys who’s only into straight-identified 
boys, straight metrosexuals, and his fellow 
homophobes—then your roommate has 
a lot less of my S 5 mipathy. If you’ve seen 
him pass on other attractive, charming, 
confident gay boys he could have so he 
could go moon over straight boys he can’t 
have, BAREBEDS, then he doesn’t need 
to hear, ‘Tt’ll happen one day.” He needs 
to hear, ‘'It’ll never happen until you get 
over your internalized homophobia, dude.” 
Because even if one of his straight crushes 
turns out to be just heteroflexible enough 
to let your roommate suck his dick, that 
guy isn’t going to be interested in more 


than a few blowjobs and certainly won’t 
be capable of loving him. 

But, hey, if it really is about scarcity, and 
only graduating and moving away will 
change things, you can always tell him, 
“Sorry, it’s obviously not going to happen 
for you here—but instead of lamentingyour 
fate, let’s talk about all the ass you’re gonna 
get whenyou move to New 
York/London/Berlin.” 

Gay male here. Every 
so often, I call an old-fash¬ 
ioned phone-sex party line 
to get off with strangers. 
Usually the talk is pretty 
standard stuffabout what 
we would be doing to each 
other if we were together. 
Sometimes I like topop into 
the older/younger room, 
and more than once I’ve 
found an older guy who 
likes connecting with 
younger guys (me). That’s fine, but as this 
guy phone-fucks me, he starts slipping into 
some disturbing comments. Specifically, he’ll 
go from talking about how much he likes 
fuckingme—a consenting, over-18 male—to 
talking about how much he’s enjoyingfuck- 
ing under age girls in his own family. I have 
no control over who the system matches me 
with, and of course I can click out at will. 
I also have no way of knowing where this 
guy is calling from. But I’ve encountered 
him a few times. Do I have some kind of 
obligation here? 

PERTURBED, HORNY, OFFERING 
NO ENCOURAGEMENT 

Anonymous strangers on phone-sex 
party lines—who even knew those were 
still a thing?—are not mandatory reporters. 
Meaning, you aren’t legally obligated to go 
to the police if you suspect someone might 
be abusing a child. But even if you did file 
a report, what would you say? Someone, 
somewhere is saying some seriously fucked- 
up shit on an anon 3 mious phone-sex line? 
You would get shrugged out of the police 
station. My advice would be to tell the guy, 
if you ever get matched with him again, that 
his child-rape fantasies are a huge turnoff 
and you’ve thought about reporting him. 
Then hangup. 


mail@savagelove.net 

Follow Dan on Twitter: @fakedansavage 
savagelovecast.com 
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It Xity Paj^^^st of Winner 
^ 2002,^0^5^ and 2004! 

^MAINSTREAM TO ADULT 

^.3 


MIDJO'jlNIVERSE 


. vXX DVOs for 



tarting a* 



4114 Lakeland Ave N • Robbinsdale • 763.536.9932 


www.VideoUniversemn.com 




DrearnSrls 

t.OOO'S OF eEAfJTtFUL GIRLS 1 3 UGLY Ol^ 




WITH YOUR CONCERT, 
EVENT, OR SPORTS 
TICKET STUB 
OF THE DAY! 


VALID ON DATES OF EVENT 
RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY 

HOURS OF OPERATION 

MON-THU 3pm-3am 
HU-SAT 3pnn-4arn 
SUNDAYS 6pm-3am 


WINNER BEST STRIP CLUB 

—City Pages 2017 

f ^ Winnpr 9017 


HOT ENTERTAINMENT 

HOT FUN 

ATTHE#1 STRIP CLUB 

IN THE TWIN CITIES 


WE ARE YOUR NEW YEAR’S 

HAVE MORE^^FUN , 

> UeET NEW Pfe|»j.’E 

, ,, , ,, " -expeiOence new things 

f i I/i 




EXPERIENCE 

DIAMOND 
VIP LOUNGE 

INGof ▼ 

Diamonds 

GENTLEMEN^S CLUB 

FULL NUDITY • FULL LIQUOR - VIF LOUNGE 

6600 RIVER ROAD INVER GROVE, MN (651) 455-3886 

TWL. CITIES BEST GENTLEMEN’S CLUB IS JUST 
MINUTES AWAY... WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR? 

MONDAY - SATURDAY 3:30PM - 2AM FREE COVER FOR BUS & LIMO ARRIVALS 

SnteAt^neytl^ , ccuAeA. 



AUDITION TODAY AND SEE 
WHY KOD IS THE PLACE TO BE! 
MON-FRI 4PM-12AM 


SAME DAY SPORT ♦ CONCERT 
EVENT ♦ GOLF TICKET HOLDERS 
ACTIVE MILITARY AND VETS 
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CHOOSE FROM; 

BUSTY BLONDES, EBONY HOWES, 
HOT CO-EDS or OLDER LADIES! 


ONLY $10 PER CALL! 


CHEAP 

EATS 

citypages.com/restaurants 








5 BEST NEW MASSEUSES 
Welcome You! 

Deep Tissue • Swedish 
Thai • Sport Massage 



|[:3 



Ban Sabai 


1704 West Lake Street, Minneapolis, MN 55408 

612 . 823.5333 



MegaMates 

Minneapolis: 

952 - 938-8700 

18+ MegaMates.com 


110 

Computer/Technical 


Senior Software Engineer 
(SportsEngine, Inc.; 
Minneapoiis, MN). Serve as 
an expert in SW eng. design 
w/abiiity toappiythe 
foiiowing: design patterns, 
ioose coupiing, high 
cohesion; writing quaiity code 
w/ abiiity to write moduiar, 
maintainabie, secure & 
testabie code; software test 
automation; & writing unit 
tests, API tests & Ul tests. If 
interested in this position, or 
if you know of qualified 
persons who might be 
interested, mail resume to: 
Kelley Alvarado (VB19SNP), 

100 Universal City Plaza, 
Universal City, CA 91608, & 
indicate you are applying for 
the Senior Software Engineer 
opening. SportsEngine, Inc. is 
a subsidiary of NBCUniversal 
Media, LLC, an EOE. 


527 

Legal Notices 


650012-18-19 Clen at 
Burnsville Ford Focus Cold 
vin#1fafp5454yw122421 
Kansas plate 468BTQ; 6537 12- 
22-19 Popeyes Mpis Dodge 
Durango Black vin# 
1d8hb58278f120212 No 
Plates. Owners and Lien 
holders have the right to 
claim vehicles under MN 
Statue #168b.07. Available for 
retrieval at Tysons Towing 
7077 Hwy 13 W Savage Mn 
55378 612-978-3705. 
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Massage 


VIP ASIAN MASSAGE 
NOW REOPEN! 

7800 Metro Pkwy 
Ste 300 

Bloomington 55425 
612-391-2834 


307 

Rooms for Rent 


Brooklyn Center $475 763-291-2677 

Male or Female roommate 35 y.o+ wanted, No Pets! 
Ouick & convieninet access to highways ask for BT 
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY! 
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Apartments for Rent 


MPLS/ LORINC PARK 612-870-7878 

Immaculate Studios starting at $745 & l Bdrms 
starting at $785 w/iarge waik-in ciosets, HW fioors & 
ciaw foot tub w/shower. Bicycie storage, coin-op 
indry. Heat paid. Ciean, quiet & affordabie iiving! 
612-870-7878 www.theparkapartments.com 


Downtown Minneapolis 612-872-8758 

Classic Brownstone building, security, hardwood 
floors and 10’ ceilings. Skyline View. 

• Sleeping Room - $400 
• Sleeping Room w/Cook-ln - $425 



SPEARMINT W RHINO 

GENTLEMEN'S CLUBS 


725 HENNEPIN AVENUE MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55403 612.353.6739 21+w/ID OPEN DAILY 6PM-3AM 


SPEARMINTO RHINO 
MINNEAPOUS/— 


ADILTFIMFEAIIIIIE 


RESERVE YOUR TABLE TODAY 

WATCH IT LWE! 


o "1 

7 DAYS A WEEK! 

•r/>of ffcc entertainment • LOCAL FOOD & DRINKS 

VIPSBATINO! 


SPEARMINTRHINO.COM O^MINNESOTARHINO O®#SPEARMINTRHIN0MINNEAP0LIS 



Real Singles, 

Real Fun.. 

30 Minutes free for Men 
always free for ladies. 

1-952-960-3014 


More Numbers: 1-800-926-6000 
LiveLinks.com 18+ 



^ . 


THURSDAY 
AMATEUR NIGHT 

$200 CASH PRIZE 

BEAUTIFUL, FRIENDLY GIRLS WANTED 
STARTING AT 9:30PM 


2 Nude Stages/Tableside Revue/Vip Area 
2 Bars/Full Kitchen 
Happy Hour Everyday 2pm-7pm 
Some of the Lowest Drink Prices in the Twin Cities! 

LARPENTEUR & RICE • ST. PAUL • 651-489-9200 
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Qit£& WINE TASTING 

FRI4-8 SAT 3-7 


MPLS 



BEER TASTING 

EVERY TUE 4-8 


MINN 


NORTH LOOP 

WINE & SPIRITS 


LOCATED IN THE HEART OF THE NORTH LOOP 

WE OFFER THOUSANDS OF UNIQUE WINES, 
CRAFT BEERS AND SPIRITS IN THE DOWNTOWN AREA 

PLENTY OF FREE PARKING 
WE HOST TASTINGS b CLASSES 

FREE DELIVERY 


NORTHLOOPWINE.COM ■ 612-338-5393 

218 WASHINGTON AVENUE NORTH MINNEAPOLIS MINN 55401 
OPEN 9AM-10PM MON DAY-SATURDAY, 11AM-6PM SUNDAY 
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AMAZING MASSAGE 

FREE TABLE SHOWER 

7035 WAYZATA BLVD #ioo, ST LOUIS PARK • 952-855-7971 


cm GET300/olYIORE 

J>i .Yrw I IF 'lOU CHOOSEm-STORE CREDIT 


WE TRaUEL FOR WRGE COLLECTIOnS i 


/ THE 
'' EIiaDIC 

Jetus 


2000 4th Ave. S., Mpis ■ 612.870.9300 ■ usedbuys@electricfetus.conn 


9 

80Q-LAWYERS 

INJURY • BANKRUPTCY 
DIVORCE • DWI 



f^^Dnci/fi UMnuo Muucncu 

*82 612 - 983-4088 


HandsOn Twin Cities! 

Make change happen. Thousands of volunteer 
opportunities are available in the Twin Cities for 
adults and youth, groups and families. For 
these and other opportunities visit the 
HandsOn Twin Cities website at 
www.handsontwincities.org, 612-379-4900 or 
infodJhandsontwincities.org 

Volunteer Driver 

Neighbors, located in South St. Paul, seeks 
volunteer drivers to take neighbors to their 
local medical and dental appointments. Must 
have reliable vehicle, safe driving record and 
proper insurance. You choose your own hours. 
Mileage reimbursement available. 
https://www.neighborsmn.org/ 

Food Distribution Volunteer for Seniors 

Second Harvest Heartland provides a box of 
nutritious food each month to low-income 
seniors 60 years and over through the Nutrition 
Assistance Program for Seniors (NAPS). Assist 
at distribution sites doing setup, certification of 
clients and load vehicles. This position is 
physical, fast-paced, and offers face-to-face 
client interaction. Several metro locations. 
http://www.2harvest.org 


REALVIAGRAi 

No prescription needed 
Fast, reliable, free delivery. 

ONLY $10 EACH lOOMG 

mnnaturalmale(i)gmail.com - 612-210-8256 - Jay 

_ www.mrenhancer.com _ 



.CIgEANING RESOLUTION?* 
WE LL FIX YOUIR VACUdl/l! J 


2575TAIRyiEW M Ejn 


BUBBA 

APPROVED! 



Ban Sabai 


1704 West Lake Street, Minneapolis, MN 55408 


ALWAYS BUYING SPORTS CARDS & MEMORABILIA 


NON-SPORTS AND GAMING CARDS 



HOURS MON-SAT 10-6 SUN 11-5 
908 MAINSTREET • HOPKINS, MN • 952-452-9933 


CASH PAID FOR 
JUNKERS & 
REPAIRABLES! 
FREE TOW • Same Day Service 

h: 612 - 781-1804 c: 763 - 445-0224 


!! TICKET KING !! ALL EVENTS a BUY/SELL ★ Concerts 
Sports - Theater ★ 651-436-1120 ticketkingonline.com 

VARIOUS 2BR PLUS APARTMENTS 

Very affordable! Located in the Minneapolis 
area. 612-825-6283. _ 

★ PERSONAL INJURY LAW ★ 

Vaping, Elder Healthcare, and Car Accidents 
Call 612-272-2171 for more info. 

^ FREE Consultation 4 
^ NO Fee if NO Recovery 4 
Randall Law Firm, PLLC • randallfirm.com 



POSTERS 

POSTERS 

TOSTERSI 


Minneapolis 

2600 Nicollet 
612-827-8238 

St Paul 

71 Snelling N 
651-644-8981 

Blaine 
170 89th NE 


IT ALL STARTS WITH A SEED! Need Affordable Insurance? 


EcoGarden Supply • Blocks from 1-94 & 280 

800 Transfer Rd. Suite 3, Dock 8, St. Paul Need Affordable Car, Home, life, or Renters 

www.EcoGardenSupply.com • 651-647-1896 Insurance? CallJohn d) 651-777-6898 


Oriental Touch if #1 Exotic Thai!! 

BEST IN UPTOWN! 

VVVVVV 612-823-5333 VVVVVV 


$$$WANTED$$$ 
$$$DIABETIC TEST-STRIPS $$$ 


Rongo’s Auto Service 
We pay CA$H for Repairable & 
Junk cars, up to $900.00 
Call 612-770-3270 


WE PAY CA$H & PICKUP • 651-246-7763 


TOP CASH 
FOR JUNKERS 

(612) 282-1659 • Duke’S Cars & Towing 





TIMS 


Anything Automotive 
















2645 Louisiana Ave S • St. Louis Park 

7 days a week • 9am to 9pm 
952-999-3451 
www.hotstoneslp.com 


Ready to Start Earning Cash? 
Audition at The Caiun Club! 

The Cajun Club is looking for the Twin Cities’ 
most gorgeous entertainers and is currently 
scheduling auditions! Located just past the 
Twin Cites, and across from Stillwater and 
Hudson, the Cajun Club is a clean, safe and 
respectful space with one simple goal: make 
sure that all who step through our doors - 
always - have a good time. All we need to make 
it happen is YOU! Open auditions are Tuesday 
and Wednesday from 5-7pm at 1400 Main Street 
in Houlton, Wisconsin. You may also schedule 
an audition online at: 
www.cajun-club.com/auditions 


PROFILE MUSIC STUDIOS 

Premier rehearsal space in dynamic & upscale Mpis location 
(3 biks east of U of M). Designed for both national touring 
acts & local bands. Current & past clients include platinum 
selling & Grammy winning artists. All amenities provided inci: 

concert hall w/pro sound & lighting, 24 hr access, DSL, 
security cameras, on-site mgmt w/staff on premises 24/7, 
prkg, street level, skylights, top quality recording studio, 
guitar & equip, repair, in-house entertainment attorney. 
Daily/hourly rates avail. Competitive rent from 
$195/mo. 

(612) 331-5000 • www.profilemusic.com 
info(i)profilemusic.com 


WE BUY USED CDs, DVDs & LPs! 
PAY CASH, NO HASSLE! 

We’ve been buying & selling music since 1972! We 

are the ORIGINAL record store! Buying used LP’s & 

45’s. 60s, 70s & 80s a Rock N’ Roll records preferred. 

Golden Valley: 763-544-0033 Down In The Valley 
A part of your culture since 1972 downinthevalley.com 
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